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Exhibit 8.8 The Development of Grounded Theory
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Exhibit 8.9 Clusters and Categories in a Grounded Theory Analysis

Clusters (endorsement) Categories (endorsement)

1.	 The arrest incident is 
a hurdle or a test from 
god that I alone have 
to deal with, although 
the responsibility for the 
abuse was not all my own. 
(10)

1.	 If alcohol or drugs had not been in the picture, we wouldn’t have come 
to blows: Substance use is thought to increase the rate of IPV (2)

2.	 I don’t want to get involved in conflict because I don’t want to deal with 
its consequences (9)

3.	 Joint responsibility in conflict depends on who did more fighting (8)

4.	 How women cause IPV: Being treated as a child through nagging and 
being disrespected (5)

2.	 Passive avoidance and 
withdrawal from conflict 
is the best way to prevent 
aggression and to please 
god. (10)

1.	 DV thought to be “cured” by passively attending classes and learning 
anger management (6)

2.	 Religious interventions have been vague or guilt producing, we need 
explicit advice and aren’t getting it (9)

3.	 Intimate partner violence can be stopped by cutting off relationships, but 
this can be a painful experience (5)

4.	 Should resolve conflict to create harmony and avoid depression—but 
conflict may increase as a result (10)
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